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Matthew 6 

 

“Money: Making It” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace are yours from God. Amen. 

 

Dear Christians, 

I want to talk to you about something important today: money. In fact, I want to talk to you 

about money today, and next week, and the week after that. Three weeks, I want to talk about 

money. 

Some of you might be thinking, “Pastor, why in the world would want to do that?” And I can 

understand that. Money is one of the least desired topics to talk about in church. One of the top 

excuses that people make for staying away from churches is: “All they want is my money.”  

Do you know why that is? Why is it that people get weird when money comes up in church? 

Most people feel guilty about their money. Most people feel guilty about their money, and it 

doesn’t even matter how much they have. A person who doesn’t have much money wonders if 

God blames them for making dumb choices. A person who has a lot of money wonders if God 

really approves of them having so much money. And if you’re in the middle, you probably feel 

both – sometimes wondering why you don’t have more, if there’s something you should have 

done differently, and sometimes wondering if you should have less, that you’ve got it too good 

and God couldn’t possibly be okay with that. People feel a lot of guilt about money. 

So why do I want to talk about it then? Because some of that guilt people feel about money, isn’t 

real. Sometimes people feel guilty about money when they aren’t doing anything wrong with it. 

And so my goal, for that imaginary guilt is that, as we look at what God does say about money 

and our relationship to it, that imaginary guilt which causes very real stress, can go away as 

you learn that God approves of having money and making money.  

But some of the guilt people feel about money is well-deserved because they are being sinful 

with money or in their attitude towards money or in their pursuit of money. And my goal for 

that real guilt is for us to listen to what God says, repent, and be forgiven so that guilt is gone 

too. And then, then we can talk about using money to its full potential.  

One of the mistakes people make when it comes to money is thinking that money is dirty and 

bad and evil. It’s not. Money is neutral. Money is a tool. Money is an instrument and it can be 

used in good ways or in bad ways.  

You’ve got a lot of things like that in your house – power tools, for example, that can do a lot of 

good if used correctly or cause a lot of harm if used incorrectly, or like the electricity that 

powers so much in your house but you dare not goof around inside the electric panel where 

there’s so much power it could kill you. Or today, I want to compare money to a drug. Drugs can 

do a lot of good things. Some of us here today would be dead if it weren’t for the prescription 

drugs that God has blessed us with. Others of us would be living with a lot more pain or 

sickness if it weren’t for some drugs and medicine that God gave us. But you also know that 

drugs, if they are used the wrong way, can make you very sick or kill you. In fact, the very same 

drugs that keep some people alive only work at the right amount. Too little wouldn’t get the job 

done; too much would make the problem worse. And money is like that too – it’s a good thing, a 



good tool, that can be used for a lot of good when it’s used the right way, but can cause a lot of 

harm and even kill you if you use it the wrong way. 

And another way money is like a drug: money can be addictive. Money can be seductive. Our 

sinful nature is so ready to get sucked into money and that is so dangerous it can kill you. That’s 

what Jesus is talking about when he says, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the 

one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 

both God and mammon.”  

A little explainer about that last word, mammon. That’s an Aramaic word that refers to money 

or worldly wealth as an idol. Money that you’re addicted to. Money that you’re chasing or 

pursuing or worshipping. Money when you’re heart has pushed God out of the way and put 

money in his place. That’s mammon. That’s money when you’re misusing it and it’s hurting 

you and killing you.  

“You cannot serve both God and mammon.” That’s a warning Jesus gives you because he loves 

you and he wants you to know just how dangerous money is when you have the wrong attitude 

about it. That’s why he talks about your priorities when he says, “Do not store up treasures for 

yourselves on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But 

store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. Because where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  

So what’s the top priority, according to Jesus? Heaven, the dwelling place of God. God put so 

many great things in this world for us to be dazzled and amazed by, to use and enjoy, to take 

care of and invent, but this world that we live in is just a sample of God’s goodness and love 

because it’s now corrupted by sin and it will be destroyed by fire on the Last Day. And that’s 

why Jesus tells us not to set our hearts on storing up treasures on earth – he doesn’t tell us not to 

store up treasures on earth, but not to set our hearts on it, because he has given us something 

better and something that will last and not be destroyed by fire on the Last Day.  

As our second reading says, God has called us to eternal life, and he says, “Take hold of eternal 

life.” Or as Jesus said, “Store up treasures for yourselves in heaven.” And let’s be clear on this. 

Who called you to eternal life, who gave you heaven? It’s God, all God. “For God so loved the 

world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but 

have eternal life.” It was God who created you, it was God who planned your salvation, it was 

God who sent Jesus to save you, it was Jesus who died on the cross to cancel your debt of sin and 

credit you with his own perfect righteousness, it was Jesus who rose from the dead and 

ascended into heaven as the certain proof that you have been declared not guilty in God’s sight 

through the blood that Jesus shed for you. The Holy Spirit called you by that Gospel and 

brought you to faith so that you are saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus. God did it all.  

Now faith grows, it never stays the same, it’s either getting stronger or getting weaker. As you 

feed faith with God’s Word and exercise it with good deeds, faith grows stronger. But if you 

don’t feed your faith and don’t exercise your faith, and instead you’re running after, pursing, 

making money your life goal – you’re faith is in danger. It’s getting weaker and if you keep it up, 

you’ll kill your faith and throw away your treasure in heaven.  

It’s a serious danger that Jesus warns you about so that you watch out for it, turn to him, and 

stay connected to him. So he warns us, “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evils. By 

striving for money, some have wandered away from the faith and have pierced themselves 

with many pains.”  



In the coming weeks, we’ll talk about spending money and giving money, but where things 

start is with making money, and we turn to the Proverbs for some truth God tells us about 

making money with a healthy attitude that keeps God as our top priority.  

The first two we want to look at are: 

Treasures gained by wickedness produce no profit, but righteousness saves from death.  

Dishonest scales are disgusting to the LORD but an accurate weight wins his approval. 

I’m sure you know people who have cheated or lied or tricked or outright stole from someone 

else to get money or keep money. Or you can think of people who make their money by 

wickedness. And you’ve probably heard the excuses, too. Excuses for shoddy work, or excuses 

for overcharging customers or gouging them with unreasonable fees or policies, excuses for 

tricks and technicalities, excuses for selling sin. “But the money’s good.” “It’s for my family.” 

But those excuses do not open the door to heaven. The money certainly might make life on 

earth easier, but it does not open the door to heaven, and using wickedness or dishonesty to get 

money, that’s serving mammon, that’s treating money as an idol to worship instead of God.  

Lazy hands produce poverty, but hardworking hands bring riches.  

Whoever gathers crops in summer is a sensible son. Whoever sleeps at harvest time is a 

disgraceful son.  

That’s easy to see that laziness is not what God is looking for, whether you work for yourself or 

work for a boss or work for a big corporation. What’s harder to see, for many people, is the 

opposite. Hard work brings riches. Or our next one: The blessing of the LORD makes a person 

wealthy, and he adds no sorrow to it. 

It’s hard for some to believe, but God does not want you to be poor. That’s not his goal for 

people, as if being poor or in poverty is spiritually the best financial condition that everyone 

should really be striving for. That doesn’t mean you won’t experience poverty ever. That may 

be God’s plan for you, temporary or your whole life long. But God doesn’t say you’re greedy if 

you work hard and he blesses you to be middle class or upper class or in the top 1%. What God is 

reminding us of here, is that he loves to bless us. He gets delight from giving us things including 

earthly things that he created so we could enjoy them. But that’s getting into next week. 

Here’s one final point for today: Riches are of no help on the day of fury, but righteousness 

saves from death. 

And you have righteousness. Jesus shed his blood for you and used it to wash away your sins of 

putting money above God, your sins of any time you cheated someone or ripped someone off, 

your sins of laziness or foolishness with money. Jesus has washed them away. You’re clean. 

You’re forgiven, and you’re covered with Jesus’ righteousness. God in heaven looks at you and 

says, “You’re righteous.” And on the Last Day he will say, “Come, enjoy eternal life in the new 

heavens and the new earth, restored to perfection and peace and harmony and glory.” That’s 

what God has done for you, and it’s your greatest treasure. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Text: Matthew 6:19-21,24 

Money is a means to serving God, not the end to set your heart on. 

“Do not store up treasures for yourselves on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and 

steal. 20 But store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not 

break in and steal. 21 Because where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

24 “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon. 

1 Timothy 6:6-12 

A Christian pursues righteousness and is content with God’s blessings. 

But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we certainly cannot take 

anything out. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be satisfied. 

9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge them 

into complete destruction and utter ruin. 10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evils. By striving for money, some 

have wandered away from the faith and have pierced themselves with many pains. 

11 But you, O man of God, flee from these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and 

gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of eternal life, to which you were called and about which you made 

your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

Proverbs 10:2,4-5,22 11:1,4 

Money is a useful tool, but not at the cost of righteousness to get it. 

2Treasures gained by wickedness produce no profit, but righteousness saves from death. 4Lazy hands produce poverty, 

but hardworking hands bring riches. 5Whoever gathers crops in summer is a sensible son. Whoever sleeps at harvest time 

is a disgraceful son. 22The blessing of the LORD makes a person wealthy, and he adds no sorrow to it. 11:1Dishonest scales 

are disgusting to the LORD but an accurate weight wins his approval. 4Riches are of no help on the day of fury, but 

righteousness saves from death. 


