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Proverbs 3:1-10 

 

“Money: Giving It” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace are yours from God, who is the Lord. Amen. 

 

Dear Christians, 

Why are we talking about money? This is week three talking about money, and we’ve covered a 

lot. We talked about what money is and what money isn’t.  

Money is not dirty or evil. Money is neutral. Money is a tool that God gives us, and when we use 

it well, it’s a great blessing, but when we use it or get it the wrong way, it’s harmful, it’ll make 

you sick, it can even kill you.  

When we consider money as a tool, it’s a lot like a power saw that can do a lot of work and help 

you get a lot done when you use it the right way, but could also slice off your finger if you use it 

the wrong way, or you might compare money to a drug. Drugs can do a lot of good, some by 

curing an infection, others by relieving symptoms, but drugs can also be dangerous when they 

are not used correctly – making a person sick, or a person could get addicted and want 

something that’s no longer good for them.  

Because money is a powerful tool, and we want to avoid harm and get the good, we’ve been 

talking about how to make money with righteousness in the way we go about making money, 

and trust in God as the source of all our money. Last week we talked about spending money 

with the big takeaway that God wants us to enjoy the good stuff he made. God loves to bless us 

with money and wants us to use the money he gives to give him glory. One of the ways we do 

that is by enjoying and appreciating the great things he has made.  

This week, we’re talking about giving, as in, giving offerings back to God. Now the last two 

weeks, I’ve made a big deal about money being a very unpopular topic to discuss in church 

because of the guilt most people feel about money, and that’s probably never truer than when 

we talk about giving offerings. Lots of people feel major guilt about giving offerings.  

Or should I say, people feel major guilt about not giving offerings or not giving more offerings. 

Some of that guilt is imaginary. Some of that guilt comes from misunderstandings about what 

God expects, and I think we’ll be able to clear some of that up. But some of that guilt is real, too. 

Real guilt because you have done something wrong or with a wrong attitude when it comes to 

offerings, but that guilt is gone too, because paid the ransom for your sins with his holy, 

precious blood and his innocent suffering and death.  

Free of guilt, wrapped up in the righteousness of Jesus, we’ll be ready to make money, spend 

money, and give money all to God’s glory.  

So let’s get started clearing away some misconceptions about giving offerings. Have you heard 

this one before? Give until it hurts. Give until it hurts – that’s how you know you gave a good 

offering. That doesn’t really jive with the Bible though – do you also know the passage that says, 

“God loves a cheerful giver”?  

But that’s a pretty crazy thought, isn’t it? Is giving an offering to God something that brings joy 

into your life? Is it something that ever could bring joy into your life? Or is giving an offering 

stressful and difficult and unpleasant?  



It depends who you’re talking to. A Christian has a dual nature. There’s the new self of faith that 

loves God, trusts God, seeks God, and obeys God. That self finds giving offerings joyful.  

But there’s also the sinful nature. Put to death in baptism and knocked out of control by the new 

self, the sinful nature fights every moment of every day to rebel against God, get back in control 

of you, and plunge back into sin. For that nature – giving one penny to God hurts. It almost 

seems like when it comes to money and especially to giving offerings to God, you’ve found the 

last stronghold of the sinful nature, ready to fight, armed to the teeth.  

So what do you do about that? I’m sure you’ve felt the struggle before. It’s the sinful nature 

that’s reluctant to give offerings. It’s the sinful nature that says, “That’s too much. The church 

will always want more.” So what do you do about it?  

Let’s take a look at Proverbs chapter 3. We’re going to be reminded of some important truths, 

and then in the last two verses, it’s going to be applied to giving offerings. 

My son, do not forget my teaching. Let your heart keep my commands, because they will add long 

days and many years to your life, and peace and prosperity will come to you. 

God loves to bless us. He tells us his ways and gives us his commands not because he wants us 

to be poor or to be miserable, but because he wants us ready to receive blessings – not just in 

heaven, but he wants us to have long, warm, beautiful days on earth and a blessed life on earth.  

Do not allow mercy and truth to leave you. Fasten them around your neck. Write them on the tablet 

of your heart. Then you will find favor and approval in the eyes of God and man. 

What are God’s ways? Mercy and truth are good summaries. We always want to stick to the 

truth of what God says. We also want to reflect the same mercy and patience that God does.  

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding. In all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 

Now we’re really getting to the heart of the matter. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart.” This 

is so hard for us to do. What do we want to do? What’s easy and natural for us? Relying on our 

own understanding. That comes easy. We know what we want, and we think we know what’s 

good for us, and we think we know how to get it. We think we know how to run our lives and 

chase after the good life, to have straight paths to stroll through life on. 

But if you’ve got some self-awareness, you know how that goes, don’t you? You think you know 

how to make your life go smoothly, but your plan does just the opposite? Let me illustrate that 

with a story about my own poor decision. Earlier this year, I took the family out to Buck Lake, 

just a little south of Rhinelander, and I wanted to hike one of the nature trails. We didn’t know 

how the boys were going to do, so we strapped them in to the double stroller and I was ready to 

push them through the woods. At the trailhead, the sign said, “Trail closed due to high water.” I 

said, “It’s probably nothing. Let’s try it.”  

The trail was clearly marked, but it also was full of roots, so it was tough going and very 

bouncy, and every so often, the wheels of the stroller weren’t big enough to get over the root or 

the rock, so we came to an abrupt halt, over and over again. But I didn’t want to turn back. Then 

we came to part the sign had warned us about. No big deal, we’ll go through it, just get a little 

muddy. Then we came to part where there was too much water across the trail to go through. 

No problem, we’ll just go around it and then pick up the trail on the other side. And then, 

finally, we come to the part where the boardwalk is washed out and the water is waist-deep and 

spreads out wide in both directions. And I finally listened to my wife when I was standing in 

muck, waist-deep in water, holding one of my boys and trying to make sure I don’t lose my 

footing. Okay, we can’t go this way. 



Have you ever done that in your walk with God? Where God lays out something out, plain and 

clear, like that sign I ignored? And then God also provides people in your life to remind you of 

what God says? And yet, have you tried going your own way and relying on your own 

understanding?  

Do not consider yourself wise. Fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. Then your body will be 

healed, and your bones will be refreshed. 

We spend so much time trying to fix our own problems and to prepare our own future and to 

come up with our own plans of what we think we need to do, but that healing and refreshing 

that we’re seeking so desperately and needs so badly comes from and is found in God.  

Trusting in God leads to blessings. And when it comes down to it, giving an offering to God is all 

about trust. It’s not really about how much money you have. It’s about trust.  

I think you can see it when you consider the tight finances people can have at any stage in life.  

Consider a grade-school-aged kid. Give an offering? I get a little money at Christmas and on my 

birthday, I don’t have anything to give. 

How about high school? Give an offering? Do you know what it costs to operate a car and get 

some decent clothes? I make a little money working, but I don’t have anything to give. 

And in college: Give an offering? Do you know how much student loans cost? And I gotta eat 

too! I don’t have anything to give. 

Or a young adult, who is just getting started, says, “Give an offering? My kitchen table is just an 

upside-down cardboard box. I’ve got to get a house and some furniture. I don’t have anything to 

give.” 

Or a family man who says, “Give an offering? Do you know what it costs to provide for a family? 

Do you know that these kids need a new size of clothes of couple of months? Or how about 

paying for braces and college? That’s not going to be cheap. I don’t have anything to give.” 

Or someone close to retirement, “Give an offering? I gotta catch up in my IRA so I can retire 

before my health gives out. I don’t have anything to give.” 

Or someone in retirement, “Give an offering? I’ve got two words for you: fixed income. And 

expenses keep going up and up and up! I don’t have anything to give.” 

What’s the point? At any stage of life, there are real and significant financial pressures. And God 

says, “I know, and I want you to trust me.” Our proverb says, “Honor the LORD with your 

wealth, with the firstfruits from your entire harvest. Then your barns will be filled to capacity, 

and your wine vats will overflow with fresh wine.” 

That’s a really cool promise. Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of your entire 

harvest. It’s about trust. It’s about trusting God that he’s already got you covered, that he’s laid 

out a path for you to follow and be blessed.  

It’s not really about the money, it’s about trust, and you Christians know how much you can 

trust God because you know his track record, you know what he’s already done.  

You know that God loved you first. God loved you, he made a promise, and he took action to 

keep that promise. Jesus came down from heaven, took on human flesh, and spent about 33 

years suffering for your sins, culminating in his arrest, trial, and execution on the cross. Jesus 

died, and he himself was the payment for your sin and your guilt and your rebellion against 

God. And then Jesus rose, as the first of many who would die only to rise and live forever, 

because those who are connected to Jesus through faith have what he has. Through faith in 



Jesus, you have eternal life, you have righteousness, you have God’s love and favor and approval 

and blessing. Dear Christians, trust in the Lord with all your heart because you know the great 

things he has done. Amen.  

 

 

Text: Proverbs 3:1-10 

Pursue God’s ways above all else. 

My son, do not forget my teaching. Let your heart keep my commands, 2because they will add long days and many years 

to your life, and peace and prosperity will come to you. 3Do not allow mercy and truth to leave you. Fasten them around 

your neck. Write them on the tablet of your heart. 4Then you will find favor and approval in the eyes of God and man. 
5Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding. 6In all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make your paths straight. 7Do not consider yourself wise. Fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. 8Then 

your body will be healed, and your bones will be refreshed. 9Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits from 

your entire harvest. 10Then your barns will be filled to capacity, and your wine vats will overflow with fresh wine. 

 

1 Corinthians 16:1-3 

Paul gives instructions for saving up an offering. 

Now concerning the collection for the saints, do as I directed the churches in Galatia to do. 2 On the first day of every 

week, each of you is to set something aside in keeping with whatever he gains, saving it up at home, so that when I come, 

no collections will need to be carried out. 3 When I arrive, those whom you approve will be provided with letters, and I 

will send these representatives to deliver your gracious gift to Jerusalem.  

 

Luke 12:13-21 

Jesus teaches that all the money in the world means nothing without God. 

Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But Jesus said to 

him, “Man, who appointed me to be a judge or an arbitrator over you?” 

15 Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because a man’s life is not measured by how many 

possessions he has.” 

16 He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced very well. 17 He was thinking to himself, ‘What will I 

do, because I do not have anywhere to store my crops?’ 18 He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and 

build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and goods. 19 And I will tell my soul, “Soul, you have many goods 

stored up for many years. Take it easy. Eat, drink, and be merry.”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded from you. Now who will get what you have 

prepared?’ 

21 “That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

 


