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Revelation 12:7-12 

 

“The Holy Angels” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace are yours from the Lord of Armies, who commands his angels concerning 

you. Amen. 

 

Dear Christians, 

When my dad was a kid and his family was up north camping, he went to the beach with his 

dad and sister. The swimming area was marked with buoys and my dad challenged himself to 

see how many times he could swim back and forth from the buoy in the deep end on one side to 

the deep end on the other side, underwater, holding his breath the whole way. He says that the 

first few times weren’t that hard, but as he got more tired, his push off the buoy to get going 

became more important. He was almost ready to be done and wanted to try for just one more 

time across. His feet slipped on the push off and he was running out of steam only part way 

across and decided he needed to go up for air, but then he thought it would be easier to just push 

off the bottom to go up for air, but his oxygen-deprived brain hadn’t thought about what that 

bottom was like. It was just soft mud, so the push off the bottom didn’t accomplish anything 

either, and there he was, exhausted, in need of air, and down at the mucky bottom of a lake. He 

felt two hands give his back a giant shove and suddenly he was grabbing onto the buoy gasping 

for air and looking around to thank whoever helped him. Except there was no one there. His 

sister was up on the beach. His dad was looking for rocks in the shallow water up near the 

shore. Nobody else was in the water. Where did that push come from to get him to safety? My 

dad’s conclusion is that if there was no human in position to do it, it must have been an angel 

sent by God to save him.  

From what we know about angels, it’s certainly plausible. As spiritual beings, they don’t take up 

physical space and they can be anywhere they need to be. They’re strong and powerful, and 

while they don’t have physical bodies to maintain, we also know they can assume physically 

visible forms and directly impact the physical world. Plus, we know God commands his angels 

concerning us to guard us in all our ways.  

Angels are fascinating from what we know about them, but also from what we don’t know 

about them. My guess is there’s a lot more we don’t know about angels than what we do know 

from what God has told us in the Bible. All those things we don’t know, that really gets 

fascinating as we go through the what ifs or wish we could pin things down….like how 

powerful is an angel? How much could they lift? Or how fast are they? Can they just appear 

somewhere or do they have to travel in some method? How smart are they? What stuff about 

God’s plan do they know, but what stuff don’t they know? What are angels’ limits?  

Or how many of them are there? What are their different ranks? Is there any difference in 

power or ability? What are the names of all the angels? We know only two! Gabriel and Michael. 

What about all the rest? We know there are at least tens of thousands, but some passages imply 

many, many more than that.  

But amid all the speculation that people have done about the stuff we don’t know and amid all 

the accounts of people interacting with angels or concluding that angels must have done this or 

that and in light of the stuff that we do know for sure about angels from God’s Word, what’s the 

point? Angels are fascinating, but are they important, and if so, how important are they? What 



does God have them doing? What do angels mean for us? What are we supposed to get out of 

our study of angels? What would we be missing out on if God had not created his angels? 

As always, we turn to Scripture for answers, but man oh man, these Scriptures, for today, 

selected by the historic church for the festival of St Michael and All Angels? Was it just me or 

does it seem like they raise a lot more questions than they answer? What in the world was going 

on in our first reading from the book of Daniel? That seemed cryptic. And in our gospel, Jesus 

who said he was watching Satan fall like lightning was kinda cryptic too, and those two, we’re 

gonna save for another time, but we are going to talk about that war in heaven that St John saw 

in the visions that God gave him and preserved for us as the book of Revelation.  

The section we’re looking at today, from Revelation chapter 12, begins, “There was also a war in 

heaven.” But that beginning kind of clues us in something else was going on earlier in the 

chapter. In fact, this chapter of the Bible is in three sections, three connected visions that teach 

us a truth. Each of these visions is about the New Testament time period, which we live in, the 

time from Jesus’ birth to the Last Day, the New Testament time period. In the first part of the 

vision, the devil, pictured as a dragon, tries to kill Jesus, but fails. In the third vision, the devil, 

pictured as a dragon, comes after you guys, the Church, but fails. And in between, in this second 

vision, the devil and his angels (we usually call them demons) come after Michael and the holy 

angels, but fails, loses the battle. 

So to summarize the whole chapter, the devil loses, then he loses again, then he loses again, and 

that is good news for us, for when we feel like the devil is winning and he’s too much for us, 

that God wins and the devil loses.  

As we look at this war in heaven, we’re not told all that much. There was a war, and the devil 

loses. They get thrown down, the devil and all his evil angels. They have no business in heaven 

and no power in heaven and they are thrown down to the earth. As the song of praise concludes 

rather ominously, “Woe to the earth and the sea, for the Devil has gone down to you. He is full 

of rage, because he knows that his time is short.” The devil knows what happens to him on the 

Last Day, when Jesus ends the New Testament time period. The devil and all his evil angels, will 

be locked up forever in hell to be tortured and punished. The devil knows that’s what’s coming 

for him, but for now, he is still permitted to go about his evil work on the earth. He’s still 

prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour or he’s masquerading as an 

angel of light to seduce someone into temptation. The devil’s goal is to bring as many people 

down with him as he can, and it’s the ultimate act of hate.  

That’s a scary thought. The devil and his evil angels are stronger than you are, smarter than you 

are, more capable than you are, and they’re out to get you, trick you, tempt you, and they’re 

trying with everything they’ve got to lead you away from God and to hell to join them in 

torment forever. That’s a scary thought.  

But the devil cannot beat God. He can’t even beat God’s angels. And that’s some good news we 

take from this account. God kicked the devil out of heaven when the devil first rebelled. Here, 

after failing to stop Jesus from being born and saving us and ascending into heaven, the devil’s 

tried to storm heaven again, and he loses again.  

That makes the words from our psalm extra powerful. “For he will command his angels 

concerning you / to guard you in all your ways; / they will lift you up in their hands. / so that 

you will not strike your foot against a stone.”  

How does that sound for some protection? You are in danger and God promises you protection, 

and he sends his angels to guard you – the very same angels who beat the devil and his evil 

angels in the war in heaven you just heard about. Can you picture that? I don’t personally think 



the guardian angel concept of one angel assigned to one person for their whole life is really 

supported by what Scriptures tells us, although some do, I think that God doesn’t assign us one 

angel, I think he sends however many we need and whichever ones we need at any given time. 

So sometimes, maybe you need zero. Other times, maybe you need one. But other times, maybe 

you need a thousand angels making a ring around you five deep and they’re staring down a 

whole pack of demons that want to get you, but they can’t, can’t even touch you, because God 

commanded his angels to guard you and those demons know, that’s a fight they can’t win. 

That’s a fight they will lose every time. Give thanks to God for the guarding and protecting he 

sends his angels to do for you, even though we may never even see it or notice it, it’s happening.  

And so the angels remind us that God protects us, God cares for us, just like he promised. And 

that’s another thing about angels we want to remember: they serve God. That’s their purpose 

and their delight, they serve God. Whatever he wants. They deliver messages – think of of 

Gabriel telling Mary that she was going to give birth to Jesus. They study God’s Word to learn 

more and understand more. Jesus says that they “carry” a person’s soul “ to Abraham’s side” 

upon the death of a believer. And we know that at the final judgment, the angels will be 

separating the wicked unbelievers form the righteous believers. They will gather the elect from 

the four corners of the earth and bring them all to be with Jesus. The holy angels serve God and 

give glory to God.  

After that war in heaven, the loud voice proclaims something very important. “Now have come 

the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, 

because the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, the one who accuses them before 

our God day and night. They conquered him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of 

the word of their testimony.”  

The Michael and the holy angels fought and won a battle, but where did the victory come from? 

Who gets the glory? Who was behind it all?  

“They conquered him because of the blood of the Lamb.” That’s what defeated the devil. That’s 

what broke the devil’s power. It’s our Savior Jesus, whom the holy angels serve and glorify. It’s 

our God who loves us and protects us and cares for us, partly by sending the angels, but 

ultimately, by sending the Savior.  

It’s Jesus who is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. He took away the sin of 

the world, including your sin, all of it, by his shedding his holy, perfect, innocent, precious 

blood on your behalf. As the apostle John writes, “The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us 

from all sin.”  

That is the ultimate care and protection from God who continues to protect you and care for 

you by commanding his angels to guard you. So when it comes to angels, let them be a comfort 

to you, because they are mighty, they are holy, and they are sent to protect you. Let them be a 

confidence-boost as well, because they are your fellow servants of God. You and the angels (and 

of course, the angels do it perfectly because they are holy) both have the same purpose: to serve 

God. That’s a confidence boost to remember that you’re working alongside the holy, mighty 

angels. And finally, let the angels be a reason to praise and glorify God. He created them, he is 

served by them, and he sends them to accomplish his purposes. For the angels, thank him who 

loves us and has freed us from our sins by his own blood. Amen.  

 

 

 



Text: Revelation 12:7-12 

Michael and the holy angels defeat the devil and his rebellious angels. 

 There was also a war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought with the dragon. The dragon fought back along with his 

angels, 8 but he was not strong enough. There was no longer a place for them in heaven. 9 The great dragon was thrown 

down—the ancient serpent, the one called the Devil and Satan, the one who leads the whole inhabited earth astray—he 

was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 

10 I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying: 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God 

    and the authority of his Christ,  

because the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, 

    the one who accuses them before our God day and night. 
11 They conquered him 

    because of the blood of the Lamb and 

    because of the word of their testimony. 

They did not love their lives in the face of death. 
12 For this reason, rejoice, you heavens and those who dwell in them. 

Woe to the earth and the sea, 

    for the Devil has gone down to you. 

    He is full of rage, because he knows that his time is short. 

 


