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Luke 17:11-19 

 

“Thankful to God” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace are yours from Jesus who has mercy on us. Amen. 

 

Dear Christians, 

Ten men had each heard the awful diagnosis. “You have leprosy.” It didn’t matter if it was 

caught early or late, stave 1 or stage 4. There were no treatments, no drugs, no chemo, no 

therapy. And under the Old Testament law, the various diseases referred to as leprosy all made 

a person ceremonially unclean. That meant staying away from other people so that they would 

not become unclean by association. If you have leprosy, you no longer had your home or your 

job or your family – you had a new life begging in a leper colony.  

If a person was lucky, maybe it wasn’t a permanent type of leprosy. Maybe it was one that 

would clear up on it’s own – if it did, you went to be inspected by the priests who could declare 

you ceremonially clean again – but if it didn’t, if it was chronic and untreatable, it was like a life 

sentence to prison with no chance of parole.  

Ten men had heard the diagnosis long enough ago that they had given up any hope of their 

leprosy being a temporary infection that would clear up. They had the life sentence with no 

chance of parole.  

But one day, Jesus was passing through the nearby village on his way to Jerusalem. Jesus was 

hope for people who had no hope. Jesus had the power of God drive out demons, give sight to 

the blind, heal the crippled, and cure any disease. 

Standing at a distance (as required), they called out loudly, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” It 

was a beautiful way to ask for help. They didn’t offer him anything, and they couldn’t, they had 

nothing to give. They simply asked for mercy.  

They asked for mercy. Jesus asked for trust. He said, “Go show yourselves to the priests.” In not 

so many words, Jesus was saying, “Yes, I will have mercy on you, and I will heal you, and I will 

do it right now. You can head to the priests to be inspected and declared ceremonially clean.”  

It took faith to act on that gospel command. You don’t go to get checked by the priest if you’re 

not sure you’re cured, and leprosy was a skin disease – there’s no guessing involved whether it’s 

gone or not – except that nothing had happened yet. Jesus told them to go, but, at least for a split 

second, they were standing there, leprous as ever, with a command from Jesus to go.  

They trusted Jesus, and they went. As they went, they were cleansed. The joy that they 

experienced – how do you think that went? Did they feel it? Did they see it on each other and 

point it out? How many of those men had a wife they could embrace again? How many of them 

had children they could be a real father to again? How fast would you be running to the priest if 

you were in their shoes?  

So it’s both surprising and expected that “One of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 

back, glorifying God with a loud voice. He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, thanking him.” It’s 

surprising because you can understand how those other 9 got caught up in the moment, but it’s 

not surprising because this man, well, he just simply had his priorities straight. For 9 of those 

men, the most important thing was getting back to their lives. For this man, the most 



important thing was God, more than getting back to his family, more than getting back to a job 

and a house.  

And that puts us to shame, doesn’t it? I mean, it’s easy to read this account, and stand next to 

Jesus and say, “You’re right Jesus, where are the other nine? Shame on them. Their priorities are 

so mixed up and they are so ungrateful,” even though we’ve been those nine guys.  

You’re in trouble, and you know where to go for help – you go to God in prayer, hands clasped 

tight, help me, help me, help me. And then he does. And what do you do? Do you clasp those 

same hands tight again saying thank you, thank you, thank you? Sometimes. But those other 

times, do you just move right on with life, like those 9 lepers? Yes, we are sinners, and we are 

just as capable and just as guilty of being ungrateful to God for the good he has done to us.  

But you are saints of God and you just as capable of being grateful to God as that one who 

returned because his story is a microcosm of your spiritual story. 

Sin is the ultimate dreaded diagnosis. There’s no human invention that can treat it. No therapy, 

no chemo, no drugs, no nature-pathic alternative medicine. There’s no cure, and sin is always 

fatal, and we all got it, passed down from our infected parents, who got it from their parents. 

We had no chance, no hope, our fate in hell as an enemy of God was sealed, except for Jesus. We 

couldn’t get close to God, but God came close to us – a truth wrapped up in the beautiful name 

Immanuel, which means in Hebrew means, “God with us.” Jesus came to us to give us hope, to 

give us a future, to give us mercy, and forgiveness, and to make us righteous and holy people 

who belong to God, who are close to God, in fact, to make us people in whom God’s Holy Spirit 

dwells! 

When it came to the leprosy of those 10 men, Jesus simply made it go away. When it came to 

the sin of the whole world, Jesus fixed the problem by trading places. Jesus, the one God-man 

who trade places and stand in for the whole world and history and future full of people. He 

covered us with his righteousness to make us holy, and he took away our sin to make us pure, so 

that you will be able to stand before the judge of all on the Last Day, and be declared clean in 

God’s sight.  

Those men had called out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” They didn’t try to buy it, they 

didn’t try to earn it, and they couldn’t have done it if they tried. The healing didn’t take place 

because those men trusted so hard or so well or because they had a heart-wrenching story of 

personal tragedy. Even the one who came back and glorified God and fell at Jesus’ feet, his 

gratefulness after the fact did not earn or buy the healing either, but it’s just as Jesus said, “Your 

faith has saved you.” Those men were healed because God made a promise and he kept it. You 

were cleansed and forgiven because God made a promise and he kept it.  

And only one response makes sense for that. God is the best thing in your life. He saved you 

from sin. He’s brought you through many other challenges in your life. Treat your relationship 

with him as the most important thing in your life – by thanking him, by praising him, by 

spending time with him, and by living for Jesus who has had mercy on you. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Text: Luke 17:11-19 

Jesus cleanses 10 lepers; one returns to worship him. 

On another occasion, as Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, he was passing along the border between Samaria and 

Galilee. 12 When he entered a certain village, ten men with leprosy met him. Standing at a distance, 13 they called out 

loudly, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” As they went away they were cleansed. 

15 One of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice. 16 He fell on his face at 

Jesus’ feet, thanking him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus responded, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the other 

nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go 

your way. Your faith has saved you.” 

  



Research 
 

TRANSLATION 

 

??? 

 

COMMENTARY 

 

??? 

 

BRAINSTORM 

 

The story: no hope, except Jesus, healed – divergin responses 

Our own lives: need help from God, get it – what’s our response? 

The BIG problem: salvation – no hope, except Jesus, got it – response? 

 

 

Writing 
 

GOSPEL – LAW - SANCTIFICATION 
7But to each one of us grace was given, according to the measure of the gift from Christ. 8That is why it says, “When he 

ascended on high, he took captivity captive and gave gifts to his people.” 9Now what does it mean when it says “he 

ascended,” other than that he also had descended to the lower parts, namely, the earth? 10He who descended is the same 

one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things. 11He himself gave the apostles, as well as 

the prophets, as well as the evangelists, as well as the pastors and teachers, 12for the purpose of training the saints for 

the work of serving, in order to build up the body of Christ. 13This is to continue until we all reach unity in the faith and 

knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature man with a stature reaching to the measure of the fullness of Christ. 

14The goal is that we would no longer be little children, tossed by the waves and blown around by every wind of teaching, when people 

use tricks and invent clever ways to lead us astray. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we would in all things grow up into Christ, 

who is the head. 16From him the whole body, being joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows in 

accordance with Christ’s activity when he measured out each individual part. He causes the growth of the body so that 

it builds itself up in love.  

 

SPECIFICS 

Intro/Frame: ??? 

Law:  ??? 

Objections: #1 ??? 

 #2 ??? 

 #3 ??? 

Gospel:  ??? 

Points: #1 ??? 

 #2 ??? 

 #3 ??? 



Anxieties: #1 ??? 
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 #3 ??? 

Sanctify/CTA ??? 

Examples #1 ??? 
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Purpose:  ???  

 

BASIC  
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OUTLINE 
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